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he International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH)
T granted approval of the 2018 Taichung World Flora Expo, as an A2/
B1 category International Horticultural Exhibition, at the AIPH Spring
Meeting in London in 2014. Having previously hosted the successful
AIPH approved 2010 Taipei International Flora Expo, at the start of the
decade, the 2018 Taichung World Flora Expo became the second AIPH
approved event of its kind to be hosted in the region. The Expo was
organised by Taichung City Government with the endorsement of AIPH
member, TFDA.

The success of the expo application was in large part due to the
meticulous and assiduous planning and development work conducted by
Taichung City Government. The expo's aspirational goals were clearly
defined and exciting. As manifested in its title "The sound of blooming",
the expo aimed to reconnect people with nature by creating an urban
oasis of tranquillity where visitors could experience moments of spiritual
serenity through listening to sounds of the natural environment. Striving
to transcend the ephemeral, the expo aimed to establish a profound
and enduring connection between humankind and nature. Rendering
this concept into a more material form, the expo declared a bold and
inspiring re-definition of "GNP", to measure the city's efforts to achieve
Green productivity, improvements in Nature Sustainability and the
empowerment of its People. This re-defined GNP upheld the design
concept "No Destruction, Just Optimization" presented in the expo's
exhibition areas: Houli House Ranch and Forest Park Area; Waipu Park

Area and Fengyuan Huludun Park.

The expo's spectacular opening ceremony drew significant visitor numbers
from around the city and all around the world. The demonstrable power of the
expo, to garner global attention, offered an important boost not just to the city's
primary horticulture industry but also to the manufacturing, science, innovation,
technology and creative-based industries in Taichung and the surrounding area.

The 2018 Taichung World Flora Expo indisputably brought something
very special to Taichung. Through its displays and exhibitions of high-quality
ornamentals, expert cultivation techniques and exceptional design capabilities,
the expo showcased the city's intertwined horticultural and cultural identities.
For six months the expo demonstrated the richly-diversified people, nature and
landscape so intrinsic to the cultural fabric of Taichung.

Attracting over seven million visitors, the 2018 Taichung World Flora Expo
has furthered Taichung's profile as a desired destination. With a comfortable
climate and a beautiful natural landscape of mountains, forests, countryside and
coastline, Taichung is well placed for promoting ‘living green’ . Through the
expo, Taichung has exemplified the values of green development. Heralding a
fresh economic perspective, the 2018 Taichung World Flora Expo championed
a greener future for the planet and supported AIPH's role as the World's
Champion for the Power of Plants.

AIPH is sincerely grateful to the efforts of all who helped bring the 2018
Taichung World Flora Expo to life; you are all part of this invaluable legacy.

2019.7
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