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Chicken Run, Coraline, James and the Giant
Peach, and The Nightmare Before Christmas
were all big hits1. Moreover, these movies
were all made using stop-motion animation2.
This filming technique is still used, although not
nearly as often as the main forms of animation
like computer-generated or hand-drawn images.
There is a good reason why it is not frequently
used. Stop-motion animation is a very slow and
time-consuming3 process.
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The technique involves shooting something on
film frame by frame4. For example, filmmakers5
shoot one frame of a doll. Then the doll's arm is
moved a tiny bit and another frame is shot. This
process is repeated over and over until the full
movement is completed. Usually, one minute of
stop-motion animation requires 1,440 individual
frames. Afterwards, the frames are put together
and played one after another, creating the
appearance of the doll lifting its arm. Now
imagine making a whole movie with many
characters and lots of complex actions. Not only
would filmmakers need lots of patience, but they
would also have to have a good eye for detail.
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Stop-motion animation has a special magic
that people love. It is used to make objects
in real life move, whereas CGI6 might seem
real enough in movies like Avatar. People are
attracted to stop-motion animation because
there is nothing like seeing a real desk, lamp, or
ordinary object come to life.
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Uords & Phrases

1. technique n. 1’15 ' &

We loved Scott's photographic technique, so
we asked him to shoot our wedding.
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2. generate vt. EE4E

Eco-friendly ways to generate electricity
include using water, the wind, and the sun.
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3. frequently adv. & it - 38

Frane by Frane IX&% &, SN ERBREHE

Jason goes to that restaurant frequently
because he enjoys the food there.
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4. afterwards adv. f&#& @ &3k

Vincent had a big fight with his girlfriend, and
they broke up afterwards.
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5. complex a. {8507 ; ELUBRREY

Not everyone can understand complex
scientific concepts like nanotechnology.
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6. whereas conj. B2 + 52

My brother had three helpings of pasta,
whereas | only ate one.
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7. be nothing like... T2 L

There is nothing like a hot bath after a day out
in the cold.
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8. come to life ESWMU0E ; B 3 Eop/EE
Everything comes to life again in the spring.
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1.hit  n. BIT 6580542

2. stop-motion animation n. Ei3&hE

3. time-consuming  a. ¥EIF6Y

4.frame n. (FHQ)) E8 - EB

5. filmmaker n. &AE

6. CGl n. BESH8BE ( computer-generated
imagery89f8s3 )
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